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This study was comprised of 3 objectives as follows: 1) To analyze the formation process of
community and the establishment of a network of Lao monks in Thai society; 2) To study the characteristics of
religious activities in respect of the cultural transfer and exchange of the network of Lao monks in Thai society; and 3)
To explore and synthesize how to establish and transfer social capital of the network of Lao monks in Thai society,
using an integrated research process which includes the use of the survey questionnaire for the data collection, the
fieldwork to conduct in-depth interviews, the focus group, and the observation. The quantitative samples were
selected from Lao monk populations who were studying in Thailand. The research was conducted in the following 8
provinces: (1) Bangkok; (2) Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya; (3) Nong Khai; (4) Khon Kaen; (5) Nakhon Phanom; (6) Ubon
Ratchathani; (7) Chiang Mai; (8) Chiang Rai. There were a total of 119 samples. Major respondents included 15 Thai
monks, 12 Lao monks, and 3 Thai laymen, totaling 30 major respondents. The results of the study revealed that 1) The
community of the network of Lao monks was formed by the process, relying on a combination of cultural relationship
between the two countries, followed by the support from clergymen and Sangha Universities in Thailand for the
founding of the community in each province, as well as the support from Sangha Universities, Sangha administrators,
and government agencies in Lao PDR for the establishment of the relationship within the network of Lao monks in Thai
society; 2) The activities which were significant to the cultural exchange of Lao monks were the education of Dhamma
of Thai clergymen, the Buddhism propagation and social work, and the traditional activities of Thai clergymen; and 3)
The social capital of the network of Lao monks in Thai society could be generated by developing social space,
building both internal and external networks, improving operations of activities, and managing knowledge of the
network of Lao monks. With regard to the social capital transfer, it could be transferred among members of the
network, or in the form of a relationship exchange with Thai clergymen, and via social network. Finally, this research
mainly suggested that next study should compare models of the network of foreign monks to explore how to apply

cultural meaning of Thai society when they returned to live in their home country.
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