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The objectives of this dissertation are to study the formation and development of the best
students in the Thai educational system and to analyze the outcome of the research practices by utilizing the
capital, habitus, and fields, which are the main concepts of theory of Pierre Bourdieu, who claimed that elite
schools are the main factor in the creation of inequality by only benefiting the best students and to
marginalize the opportunities of others. The study relied on critical ethnography as the methodology to
deepen understanding of the phenomenon and to offer the alternative in order to pave the way for the Thai
educational system to promote equality for everyone. The study aims to identify the effects of inequality of
this formation in favor of only the best students, with the capital and habitus which was related to the fields of
elite schools. In fact, the formation has the ultimate benefits to those who possess the capitals and habitus
and have already been taken advantage of the educational system. The results of the study revealed that the
best groups of students received more capital and have some capital prepared and these students tend to
marginalize the opportunities of others within the competitive field of education and social opportunities who
would elevate themselves to a higher socioeconomic status in the future. Unfortunately, other unqualified
students in elite schools would suffer immensely when trying to fit in and would be branded a failure and
devalued themselves. In terms of social impact, the formation of the best students is congruent with the
capital system and likely to cause inequality in terms of receiving support, but also tend to receive more

financial support than other institutions.
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