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The purpose of this research is to study the sports-related motivation of
disabled Thai national athletes. The methodology consisted of selecting thirty-one
participants, selected by specific, purposive sampling, and the participants were blind
and disabled athletes. There were nineteen athletes with spinal cord-related injuries. The
questionnaire was based on Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs and had a consistency
of 0.95. It was divided into three parts: first section on personal data, another on the
needs for sport motivation, and third section on the questions of the athletes. The data
were analyzed and presented by frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
The results found that the sports-related motivation of disabled Thai national athletes
was motivated by their need for dignity, from themselves and others (Mean: 4.34). This
shows that disabled athletics recognize that they are capable of being recognized by
their families, countries, and able to build a reputation for their lineage. They can make
their families proud and recognized by others, which is an important motivation for
disabled athletes. This is followed by the need to know themselves, based on real
conditions and related to developing their potential (Mean: 4.33). This shows that
disabled athletes know that they are competent in athletics: recognize commitment to
training, recognize their own disabilities, live normally in society, a driving force that
encourages learning about new things and the desire for self-improvement and this

motive can be intrinsic or extrinsic.
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| Acceleration zone for able-bodied runners (10m).
| Acceleration zone for wheelchair athletes (20m).
Take-over zone for able-bodied runners (20m).

Take-over zone for wheelchair
athletes (20m). &
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l Mid-point of zone (10m). )
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