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This thesis is a study of the changes in the Ban-Mai Market Community in Mueang, in the
province of Chachoengsao, from 1904-1974 through the analysis of essential and primary documents and
evidence such as photos or obtaining information through interviews. The study found that during the years
1904-1974, the Ban-Mai Market Community, along the Bang Pakong River, and has had a population of both
Thai and Chinese nationals since the time of the Rattanakosin dynasty. There have been numerous changes
since the reign of Rama V, from being a small community into a commercial and transportation center. From
that time on, there were different nationals who came to work as merchants and gradually settled in the locality.
The factors that caused these changes included the expansion of the rice industry, becoming a commercial
port junction, the designation of Chachoengsao as the official center in Prachinburi county, and the building
of railways from 1917, before World War Il. The creation of the main railway, additional railways and the
expansion of the river boats which connected Chachoengsao to other towns have made the Chachoengsao
province a commercial and transportation center. The prosperity it had achieved, the people, and the new
lifestyles had been integrated into the way of life of Chachoengsao, especially along the Ban-Mai Market
Community, which was the economic or commercial center. After the World War Il until 1967, the Ban-Mai
Market Community declined in terms of importance as a commercial center and resulted in the development
focused on building roads. Hence, the community expanded according to the first National Economic
Development Plan issued from 1961-1967 and onwards. It made the eastern region an industrial
estate. Chachoengsao used to have small and medium industries which were mostly agricultural, and rice
mills which consequently made the community along the river less important. However, the Ban-Mai Market
Community is still a significant traditional community with Thai and Chinese cultural roots and traditions and
other people of different origins. Nowadays, the Ban-Mai Market Community has been converted from a

commercial center in the past into a community of historical value.

Keyword : Ban Mai Market Community, Chachoengsao town, Prachinburi province, Tae Jiw, Hokkien
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